§502.1

§502.1 Organization and authority—
Foreign Claims Settlement Commis-
sion.

(a) The Foreign Claims Settlement
Commission of the United States (‘‘the
Commission’’) is an independent agen-
cy of the Federal Government created
by Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1954 (68
Stat. 1279) effective July 1, 1954. The
Commission was transferred to the De-
partment of Justice as an independent
agency within that department as of
October 1, 1980, under the terms of Pub-
lic Law 96-209, approved March 14, 1980
(94 Stat. 96, 22 U.S.C. 1622a). Its duties
and authority are defined in the Inter-
national Claims Settlement Act of 1949,
as amended (64 Stat. 12, 22 U.S.C. 1621-
16450) and the War Claims Act of 1948
(62 Stat. 1240, 50 U.S.C. App. 2001-2017p).

(b) The Commission has jurisdiction
to determine the validity and amount
of claims of United States nationals
against foreign governments for com-
pensation for losses and injuries sus-
tained by those nationals, pursuant to
programs authorized under either of
the cited Acts. Funds for payment of
claims are derived from international
settlement agreements or through lig-
uidation of foreign assets in the United
States by the Department of Justice or
Treasury, or from public funds when
provided by the Congress.

(c) The Chair and the two part-time
members of the Commission are ap-
pointed by the President with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate to serve
for 3-year terms of office as provided in
22 U.S.C. 1622c(c).

(d) All functions of the Commission
are vested in the Chair with respect to
the internal management of the affairs
of the Commission, including but not
limited to:

(1) The appointment of Commission
employees;

(2) The direction of Commission em-
ployees and the supervision of their of-
ficial duties;

(8) The distribution of business
among employees and organizational
units within the Commission;

(4) The preparation of budget esti-
mates; and

(5) The use and expenditures of Com-
mission funds appropriated for ex-
penses of administration.
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(e) Requests for records must be
made in writing by mail or presented
in person to the Administrative Offi-
cer, Foreign Claims Settlement Com-
mission, Washington, DC 20579.

(f) The offices of the Commission are
located at 600 E Street NW (Bicenten-
nial Building), Room 6002, Washington,
DC.

§502.2 Material to be published in the
Federal Register pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act.

The Commission will separately state
and concurrently publish the following
materials in the FEDERAL REGISTER for
the guidance of the public:

(a) Descriptions of its central and
field organization and the established
places at which, the officers from
whom, and the methods whereby, the
public may secure information, make
submittals or requests, or obtain deci-
sions.

(b) Statements of the general course
and method by which its functions are
channeled and determined, including
the nature and requirements of all for-
mal and informal procedures available.

(c) Rules of procedure, descriptions of
forms available or the places at which
forms may be obtained, and instruc-
tions as to the scope and contents of
all papers, reports, or examinations.

(d) Substantive rules of general ap-
plicability adopted as authorized by
law, and statements of general policy
or interpretations of general applica-
bility formulated and adopted by the
agency.

(e) Every amendment, revision, or re-
peal of the foregoing.

§502.3 Effect of nonpublication.

Except to the extent that a person
has actual and timely notice of the
terms thereof, no person will in any
manner be required to resort to, or be
adversely affected by, any matter re-
quired to be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER and not so published.

§502.4 Incorporation by reference.

For purposes of this part, matter
which is reasonably available to the
class of persons affected thereby will
be deemed published in the FEDERAL
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REGISTER when incorporated by ref-
erence therein with the approval of the
Director of the Federal Register.

§502.5 Records generally available.

The Commission will make promptly
available to any member of the public
the following documents:

(a) Proposed and Final Decisions (in-
cluding dissenting opinions) and all or-
ders made with respect thereto, except
when exempted from public disclosure
by statute;

(b) Statements of policy and inter-
pretations which have been adopted by
the Commission which have not been
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER;
and

(c) A current index, which will be up-
dated at least quarterly, covering the
foregoing material adopted, issued or
promulgated after July 4, 1967. Publica-
tion of an index is deemed both unnec-
essary and impractical. However, cop-
ies of the index are available upon re-
quest for a fee of the direct cost of du-
plication.

§502.6 Current index.

The Commission will maintain and
make available for public inspection
and copying, current indexes providing
identifying information for the public
as to any matter issued, adopted, or
promulgated after July 4, 1967, as re-
quired by 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2).

§502.7 Additional documents and
records generally available for in-
spection and copying.

The following types of documents are
also available for inspection and copy-
ing in the offices of the Commission:

(a) Rules of practice and procedure.

(b) Annual report of the Commission
to the Congress of the United States.

(c) Bound volumes of Commission de-
cisions.

(d) International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949, with amendments; the War
Claims Act of 1948, with amendments;
and related Acts.

(e) Claims agreements with foreign
governments effecting the settlement
of claims under the jurisdiction of the
Commission.

(f) Press releases and other miscella-
neous material concerning Commission
operations.
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(g) Indexes of claims filed in the var-
ious claims programs administered by
the Commission.

§502.8 Documents on-line.

Commission documents available in
electronic format may be accessed via
the Commission’s World Wide Web site,
the address of which is ~h&ttp:/
www.usdoj.gov/fesc.

§502.9 Effect of non-compliance.

No decision, statement of policy, in-
terpretation, or staff manual or in-
struction that affects any member of
the public will be relied upon, used, or
cited as precedent by the Commission
against any private party unless it has
been indexed and either made available
or published as provided by this part,
or unless that private party has actual
and timely notice of the terms thereof.

§502.10 Availability of records.

(a) Each person desiring access to a
record covered by this part must com-
ply with the following provisions:

(1) A written request must be made
for the record.

(2) Such request must indicate that it
is being made under the Freedom of In-
formation Act.

(3) The envelope in which the request
is sent must be prominently marked
with the letters “FOIA.”

(4) The request must be addressed to
the appropriate official or employee of
the Commission as set forth in para-
graph (c) of this section.

(5) The foregoing requirements must
be complied with whether the request
is mailed or hand-delivered to the Com-
mission.

(b) If the requirements of paragraph
(a) of this section are not met, the
twenty-day time limit described in
§502.10(a) will not begin to run until
the request has been identified by an
official or employee of the Commission
as a request under the Freedom of In-
formation Act and has been received by
the appropriate official or employee of
the Commission.

(c) Each person desiring access to a
record covered in this part that is lo-
cated in the Commission, or to obtain
a copy of such a record, must make a
written request to the Administrative
Officer, Foreign Claims Settlement



